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Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Feb. 9

On December 5, 1997, I determined and
reported to the Congress that Albania was not
in violation of paragraphs (1), (2), or (3) of sub-
section 402(a) of the Trade Act of 1974 or para-
graphs (1), (2), or (3) of subsection 409(a) of
that Act. That action allowed for the continu-
ation of normal trade relations (NTR) status for
Albania and certain other activities without the

requirement of an annual waiver. This semi-
annual report is submitted as required by law
pursuant to the determination of December 5,
1997.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
February 9, 2000.

Message to the Congress Reporting Budget Rescissions and Deferrals
February 9, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional Budget

and Impoundment Control Act of 1974, I here-
with report three rescissions of budget authority,
totaling $128 million, and two deferrals of budg-
et authority, totaling $1.6 million.

The proposed rescissions affect the programs
of the Department of Energy and the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development. The
proposed deferrals affect programs of the De-

partment of State and International Assistance
Programs.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
February 9, 2000.

NOTE: The report detailing the rescissions and de-
ferrals was published in the Federal Register on
February 23.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Rotterdam Convention on the
Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and
Pesticides in International Trade
February 9, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, the Rotterdam
Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Pro-
cedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and
Pesticides in International Trade, with Annexes,
done at Rotterdam, September 10, 1998. The
report of the Department of State is enclosed
for the information of the Senate.

The Convention, which was negotiated under
the auspices of the United Nations Environment
Program and the United Nations Food and Agri-
culture Organization, with the active participa-
tion of the United States, provides a significant
and valuable international tool to promote sound
risk-based decisionmaking in the trade of certain
hazardous chemicals. Building on a successful
voluntary procedure, the Convention requires
Parties to exchange information about these

chemicals, to communicate national decisions
about their import, and to require that exports
from their territories comply with the import
decisions of other Parties.

The United States, with the assistance and
cooperation of industry and nongovernmental
organization, plays an important international
leadership role in the safe management of haz-
ardous chemicals and pesticides. This Conven-
tion, which assists developing countries in evalu-
ating risks and enforcing their regulatory deci-
sions regarding trade in such chemicals, ad-
vances and promotes U.S. objectives in this re-
gard. All relevant Federal agencies support early
ratification of the Convention for this reason,
and we understand that the affected industries
and interest groups share this view.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Convention and
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